ERIE TO PITTSBURGH TRAIL ALLIANCE (EPTA)
Minutes of August 20, 2009 Meeting in Foxburg, PA

Held at the Foxburg Inn
Participants



Organization
Trail Organization Members:

Jim Holden


Allegheny Valley Trails Association (delegate) 

Roger Stranahan

Clear Lake Authority (delegate)

Julia Eagles


Erie Port Authority (delegate)



Mike Steimer


Armstrong Rails to Trails Association (delegate) 



Tom Baxter


Friends of the Riverfront (delegate)

Parke Wentling

Mercer County Trails Association, Inc. (alternate) 



Greg Troyer


NWPA Trail Association (alternate)






Marilyn Black


Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (alternate)

Member At-Large:

Morris Waid


County of Crawford, Commissioner (delegate)



Advisors:

Peggy Pings 


National Park Service (RTCA)
Matt Gilara


Northwest Pa. Regional Planning and Dev. Commission 


Andrew Walker

Pa. Environmental Council (PEC), Northwest Office


Pat Tomes


Rails To Trails Conservancy





Guest:

Debra Frawley


Oil Region Greenways & Open Space Coordinator

Ron Steffey


Allegheny Valley Land Trust

Mrs. Roger Stranahan

Observer

Welcome:   Jim Holden presided and called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  An agenda sheet for today’s meeting was distributed.  Attendees went around the table doing introductions.  
Minutes:  Minutes of the April 16, 2009 meeting were provided in advance.  On Page 3, please correct the spelling of the name of Peggy Pings.  It was moved by Mr. Steimer, seconded by Ms. Eagles, and motion carried to approve the minutes as corrected today.

Treasurer’s Report; T Baxter passed out a listing of which members have paid their 2009 dues; received as such dues are $900, with outstanding yet for Armstrong Trail Association.  Please note that Cochranton Area Greenways and Envision Linesville, Inc. have declined further membership in EPTA.  The balance in the account with PNC Bank is currently just over $1,800.  Ms. Eagles moved, Mrs. Black seconded, and motion passed to approve the financial report as submitted.  Mr. Holden maintains the master list/file of EPTA members, Board delegates, alternates, etc.; please keep him advised of any updates as needed.
Bylaws Amendments:  The amendment changes that were sent out with the agenda for today’s meeting were discussed.  In Section 1.3, the reason is to remove Cochranton Area Greenways and Envision Linesville, Inc. from the membership as those entities requested, and to delete the Trail Names for all entities from this organizational listing (because trail name changes in the future would necessitate EPTA Bylaw Amendments if the trail names remained in the document).  In Sections 2.2 and 2.5, the reason is to allow more flexibility in the scheduling of the EPTA Board Annual Meeting, thus having the date be determined by the officers of the EPTA.  Mr. Baxter moved, Mr. Steimer seconded, and motion carried unanimously to approve these amendments to the Bylaws, to be effective immediately.

Pa. Supreme Court Ruling regarding Allegheny Valley Land Trust:  Mr. Steffey and Mr. Steimer reported on the July 22, 2009 ruling on J-118-2008 (a case in which 15 individuals were the Appellants and the AVLT, Armstrong County Conservancy Charitable Trust, Armstrong Rails to Trails Association, Consolidated Rail Corporation, and 4 individuals were the Appellees); they distributed copies of the Opinion as written by Madame Justice Greenspan and the Concurring and Dissenting Opinion as written by Mister Justice Saylor.  In this 4 to 2 ruling, it was concluded that ‘The property rights of the Appellants have in no way been changed by this railbanking.  No taking has occurred’ (see page 12 of majority opinion).  The action involved the 1992 land purchase of a 52-mile corridor in parts of Clarion and Armstrong Counties; the ruling is that the corridor was properly railbanked.  Several important details were not addressed by the Pa. Supreme Court; and the main ruling can still be appealed no later than October 17, 2009 to the U. S. Supreme Court.  See “Armstrong Trail:  Map & User Guide” also provided to today’s attendees.  AVLT must keep the system intact and in condition such that it could become an active rail bed again if need be, such as good quality culvert crossings, lack of utility lines, no buildings or other structures blocking the way, etc.  Still pending is the manner in which the rail company resolves the 9-miles of Rosebud.  

Railroad Records:  Mr. Holden remarked that this Pa. Supreme Court ruling is very important not only for AVLT, but because many segment of the EPT will also utilize former Pa. Railroad lines in the same system.  Mr. Wentling indicated that the National Archives in College Park, Maryland, contains the originals of valuation maps used by many railroads, including the Pa. Railroad and others in the EPTA vision area.  Copies (hard copy and/or digital) can be purchased in person at the archives site or remotely at a higher fee.  Several of today’s attendees mentioned good interactions with this facility.
Redbank Valley Trail:  Mr. Steffey reported that a sales agreement is in the signature loop by which AVLT will purchase from 2 different railroad firms a total of 50 miles (9 miles to Sligo, then 40 miles along Redbank Creek to Brookville) including 3 tunnels and approximately 40 bridges) .  Upon execution of that sales agreement, detailed surveying will occur to verify/identify/mark the various widths of the corridor and parcels, determine center lines, and mark all corners.  
Route 28 Project:  Mr. Baxter indicated that construction funds have been secured for the right bank of the Allegheny River; all work should be completed by spring 2010, using stimulus funding.  Please be aware that the roadway/trail construction for this half-mile in an extremely tight corridor is costing an estimated $6 million; from the Millvale Trail south to the North Shore Trail.
Report of Feasibility Study, Pittsburgh North:  Mr. Baxter said that the consultants are under contract for this project and have met with all 17 municipalities.  They are identifying both a ‘preferred’ alignment and a ‘practical’ alignment; this study is in more detail than just a feasibility level.  Mr. Holden asked that a presentation on this project be scheduled for the next EPTA Board meeting.

EPTA Website:  The committee of Debra Frawley, Parke Wentling, Peggy Pings, and Barney Scholl in concert with Reeves consulting prepared the draft pages shown to today’s attendees.  Comments and edits were identified today; any additional edits should be provided to the committee members immediately.  More photos are needed from all members, as well as additional news items and events to be listed.  The official domain will be www.eriepittsburghtrail.org.  Today’s attention then focused on the draft map, which uses various color codes to indicate open/developed, open/undeveloped, share-the-road, and don’t-go.  The detailed draft map will be e-mailed to all Board members; please provide feedback/information promptly.  It was moved by Mr. Wentling, seconded by Mrs. Black, and motion carried to authorize activation of this new website as soon as the map is approved by the Board members through electronic communications.

Trail Segment Updates:  Attendees then took turns reporting on progress on important elements of their respective trail segments:  Greg Troyer addressed the Northwest Pa. Trail Association and the Clymer-Corry area; Roger Stranahan discussed the Spartansburg area portions; Marilyn Black reported on the Titusville Queen City Trail and Titusville area trail engineering study; Mrs. Black also reported on the McClintock Trail; and Jim Holden focused on the Emlenton-Foxburg segment.
Rails to Trail Conservancy (RTC):  Pat Tomes displayed the concept materials for the Buffalo-to-Erie connection in New York State.  She indicated that RTC is also concentrating on assisting in the Freeport, Pennsylvania area.

National Park Service (NPS- RTCA:  Peggy Pings indicated that as of the August 1, 2009 deadline, one application was received from the EPTA area, specifically from AVTA for Bicycle Friendly Franklin, seeking technical assistance effective October 1, 2009.  She gave an overview of services rendered through her office this past year assisting EPTA, and asked that all keep her on their various e-mail lists for meetings/events even past the September 30, 2009 conclusion of the current technical assistance from NPS to the overall EPTA.  On September 19, the $2,975 check from the NPS  Challenge Cost Share Program will be presented to the Mercer County Trails Association for the Shenango River Trail.
Pedal The Lakes:  The annual fund-raising trail ride by Mercer County Trails Association will be Saturday, September 19; with 4 different ride lengths available; for details, see www.mctrails.org; or call Stephen Theiss at (724) 342-2520; a registration fee is charged.  MCTA now owns a bridge across the Shenango River, near the stone arch at Jamestown.
Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held in early November, either on a Friday or Saturday, in Jamestown, PA.  Dates/times will be circulated electronically.
Adjournment:  1:50 p.m.  Most attendees then rode by bike from Foxburg to Parker. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Black, Secretary
Minutes prepared August 25, 2009
