ERIE TO PITTSBURGH TRAIL ALLIANCE (EPTA)
Minutes of March 25, 2010 Meeting in Titusville, PA

Held at Blue Canoe Microbrewery/ Restaurant, 113 South Franklin Street, Titusville, PA
Participants



Organization
Trail Organization Members:

Jim Holden


Allegheny Valley Trails Association (delegate) 

Mike Steimer


Armstrong Rails to Trails Association (delegate) 



Jim Fincher


Chautauqua Rails to Trails Association (delegate)

Thomas Baxter

Friends of the Riverfront (delegate)

Barney Scholl


Mercer County Trails Association, Inc. (alternate)

Marilyn Black


Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (delegate)

Kim Harris


Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (alternate)

Leah Carter


Titusville Area Trails Association (delegate)

Advisor:

Kim McCullough

DCNR, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation (Meadville office)

Hannah Hardy


Pa. Environmental Council (Pittsburgh office)

Andy Walker


Pa. Environmental Council (Meadville office)

Pat Tomes


Rails To Trails Conservancy





Guests:

Christopher Coast

University of Pittsburgh at Titusville

Debra Frawley


Greenways Coordinator, Council on Greenways and Trails

Frank Hajduk


Volunteer with Oil Region Alliance

Pennie Maclean

City Manager, City of Titusville
Jim Kuhn


City of Titusville

Ron Steffey


Allegheny Valley Land Trust

Roy Weil


Co-Author, Free Wheeling Easy; and Linking Up

Welcome:   Jim Holden presided and called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m.  An agenda sheet for today’s meeting was distributed.  Pennie Maclean, Titusville’s City Manager, welcomed all and encouraged work on the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail system.  Attendees went around the table doing introductions.  
Minutes:  Minutes of the November 14, 2009 meeting were provided in advance.  It was moved by Mr. Scholl, seconded by Mr. Fincher, and motion carried to approve the minutes as prepared.  
Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Baxter indicated that invoices for 2010 dues would be issued this week.  The current checking account balance is $820.63.  The cost of filing the 501(c)(3) application with the Internal Revenue Service is $400.  Mr. Steimer moved, Mrs. Carter seconded, and motion carried to approve the financial report as submitted.  

Report on Route 28 Trail Construction:   Tom Baxter indicated that a June ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held for this vital project, for which construction is slated to finish in mid-May; the engineering, permitting, etc. cost approximately $1 million and the construction cost approximately $3 million.  He noted that being part of a Mega Greenway such as ETP helps with funding.
Community Trails Study, Pittsburgh North:  Hannah Hardy reported that this study was positively received; it focused on a preferred route (including 16 miles of which would involve negotiations with the NFS) and also a practical route, for a total of 26 miles.  They are moving toward draft plan to identify what parts can be achieved now.
Report by Rails to Trails Conservancy:  Ms. Pat Tomes indicated the public informational meeting 

held November 16 at the Fire Hall in Freeport, PA had 60 attendees and resulted in media coverage and some additional new volunteers.  During June, RTC will conduct a public informational meeting in Erie, on a date to be determined, perhaps near June 5 which is National Trail Day; Jim Holden and Julia Eagles will help with planning this meeting, likely in conjunction with staff for Congresswoman Kathy Dahlkemper.
Reports from Member Organizations:  Attendees were asked to report on trail construction and related activities scheduled for 2010.  Six miles of the Corry Junction (from Corry to Clymer) will be constructed in 2010, although this endeavor now lacks a project manager.  East Branch Trail has named Debra Frawley as project manager; the 3-mile construction work was awarded to Russell Standard to install a parallel bike trail with buggy path and be completed by June, 2010.  Inquiries have been received from The American Driving society (of horse drivers) eager to utilize such trails.  The Clear Lake Authority next needs to find additional funds for the engineering of Phase 2 which would extend south to Hydetown.  The Request For Proposals for the engineering study of Queen City Trail trails/trailheads from Hydetown into Titusville (5 miles) is open, with proposals due by April 27; this includes consideration of continuing the bike with buggy arrangement.  Jamie Beechey at Titusville Leisure Services is coordinating the August 22, 2010 Drake Well Marathon.  Already over one-third of the spaces in the October 15 & 16, 2010 Oil Creek 100 Mile Trail Run are pre-registered.  McClintock Trail construction bids for the parking lots/trailheads will be issued very soon, for 2010 construction; a short section of new trail will parallel Old Bankson Road in Cornplanter Township; and the Oil Region Alliance has selected the engineering firm for McClintock Phase II engineering, but is still awaiting DCNR permission to award that vendor agreement.  Mr. Steffey distributed a recent article by Dave Hurst, entitled “The Win-Win World of Rail-with-Trail.”  On behalf of the Allegheny Valley Land Trust, he thanked those who have sent letters about the situation to elected officials and state agencies; as a result, several meetings at high levels are being scheduled about the Kiski Junction situation and the reactivation of 9 miles of rail line due to railbanking.  He also provided the AVLD mission statement, a history of the Armstrong trail, and a call to action for more letters on this matter.  Ms. Tomes indicated that Maine and more recently Virginia have legislatively added railroads to the list of entities “not liable for” injuries by trail users.  Mercer County Trails Association is doing a clean-up session on Earth Day in the Jamestown area.  Allegheny Valley Trails Association is still negotiating with the 9 property owners along the 3-mile corridor from Foxburg to Emlenton.  To celebrate their 20th anniversary, AVTA will host a long distance trail ride, likely on July 17.
Old Business:  None today.

New Business:  Attendees discussed the fact that All-Terrain Vehicle use is a concern to all trail groups across Pennsylvania.  Enforcement varies greatly.  Mr. Hajduk suggested looking at the Wisconsin trail system especially in regard to ATVs.  

A Reconnaissance bike ride from Foxburg into Pittsburgh will be conducted informally by ETPA Board this summer; it will likely be arranged by Julia Eagles.

Delegate John Morgan (from Erie County Planning Commission) and alternate Jake Welch have submitted their resignation as Member at Large on the EPTA Board; it was moved by Mr. Scholl, seconded by Mr. Fincher to accept this resignation, effective immediately.

Due to change in employment, the Erie Port Authority will be asked to name a delegate to replace Ms. Eagles on the EPTA Board.  Ms. Eagles has accepted a grantswriting job at PSU/Behrend Campus.  Ms. Eagles has resigned as Vice-President of EPTA; as per the Bylaws, President Jim Holden may appoint a replacement Vice-President.

It was moved by Mrs. Carter, seconded by Mr. Steimer, and motion carried to appoint Julia Eagles as a Member at Large on the EPTA Board, effective immediately.
Ms. Hardy indicated that because there won’t be an annual Pa. Greenways & Trails Summit at the state level in 2010, Pa. Environmental Council is willing to coordinate a one-day Friday Regional Trail Gathering in the autumn, likely in the Cranberry area of Butler County.  Today’s attendees encouraged this, and suggested the following topics:  ATV use and interaction; North Country Trail and other hiking trails; legal matters about Rail-with-Trail; utility access to trails; and camping on the trail.

Utility Corridors:  Discussion then turned to members’ experience with natural gas drilling, pipeline installation, fiber optic corridors, and other utility uses of trail corridors.  All pointed out the need to carefully negotiate such agreements and payments; the going rate seems to be a one-time fee to the property owner of $1/foot/per inch of pipe diameter.  Negotiation variables are timing of construction and trail closures, exchange of services, definition of sufficient quality of restored trail surfaces, etc.
Trail Volunteer Fund:  Roy Weil reminded all that the application for this fund for tools/materials is simply a letter; he encourages all to apply.  He also indicated that “Freewheeling” is being updated, and that any mark-ups and corrections should be submitted to his attention very soon.

Next Meetings:  The next meeting will be held in Erie in connection with the public meeting being planned there.  EPTA would like to conduct their autumn meeting in the Spartansburg area. Dates, times, and locations will be circulated electronically.
Adjournment:  Mr. Fincher moved, Mr. Scholl seconded, and motion carried to adjourn today’s meeting; 1:07 p.m.  Some attendees planned to bicycle the Queen City Trail from downtown to Drake Well Museum and Park.
Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Black, Secretary assisted by Kim Harris
Minutes prepared March 28, 2010
