ERIE TO PITTSBURGH TRAIL ALLIANCE (EPTA)
Minutes of June 7, 2010 Meeting in Erie, PA

Held inside REDC Building on Behrend Campus of Penn State University
Participants



Organization
Trail Organization Members:

Jim Holden


Allegheny Valley Trails Association (delegate) 

Mike Steimer


Armstrong Rails to Trails Association (delegate) 



Roger Stranahan

Clear Lake Authority (delegate)

Thomas Baxter

Friends of the Riverfront (delegate)

Parke Wentling

Mercer County Trails Association, Inc. (delegate)

Greg Troyer


Northwest Pa. Trail Association (delegate)

Marilyn Black


Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (delegate)

Kim Harris


Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (alternate)

Julie Eagles


Member At Large

Advisor:

Hannah Hardy


Pa. Environmental Council (Pittsburgh office)

Andy Walker


Pa. Environmental Council (Meadville office)

Pat Tomes


Rails To Trails Conservancy





Guests:

Debra Frawley


Greenways Coordinator, Council on Greenways and Trails

John Morgan


Erie County Planning

Ron Steffey


Allegheny Valley Land Trust

Mary Shaw


Co-Author, Free Wheeling Easy; and Linking Up

Roy Weil


Co-Author, Free Wheeling Easy; and Linking Up

Welcome:   Jim Holden presided and called the meeting to order at 11:03 a.m.  An agenda sheet for today’s meeting was distributed.  
Minutes:  Minutes of the March 25, 2010 meeting were provided in advance.  It was moved by Mr. Baxter, seconded by Mrs. Black, and motion carried to approve the minutes as prepared.  
Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Baxter provided a written report through May 31, 2010, showing a $1,520.63 current checking account balance.  Dues for 2010 have been received from 7 of the trail organization members; others are reminded to please pay soon.  The total cost for the IRS non-profit filing fees and related legal notice came to $491.50.  The IRS approved the 501(c)(3) application and awarded the official non-profit tax-exempt status effective April 28, 2010.  The EIN is 26-4218609.  Mr. Steimer moved, Ms. Eagles seconded, and motion carried to approve the financial report as submitted.  

Report on Route 28 Trail Construction:   Tom Baxter reported that the half-mile segment of the Three Rivers Heritage Trail within Millvale adjacent to the Route 28 is currently being constructed, using over $2 million raised by Friends of the Riverfront from multiple sources.  This trail segment is essentially a long bridge structure with foundations along the steep riverbank, elevated above the 100-year floodplain; the trail deck is 12’ wide, with standard 48” tall pedestrian railing for its entire length.  The construction included a temporary ADA-accessible trail.  The City of Pittsburgh will become the owner once it is fully constructed.  A dedication is anticipated on July 4, 2010.  

Community Trails Study, Pittsburgh North:  Hannah Hardy reported that this study is funded by DCNR to examine and identify a preferred alignment (primarily on riverfront) and a practical alignment for the west bank of the Allegheny River from Three Points to the Kiski River above Freeport.  The contracted consultants are McTish, Kunkle Associates.  Three public meetings were held in March; each was well-attended, with over 60 people at each meeting.  Next steps are to invite all property owners on the preferred and practical alignments to a combined meeting, and a separate meeting with Norfolk Southern RR, the City of Pittsburgh, and the consultant.  Please note, an earlier study already examined the east bank of the Allegheny River for a recreational trail; detailed designs are on hold because that corridor is being considered for a reactivated commuter rail line.

Northwest PA Trails Association:  Greg Troyer indicated that the pace and success of recreational trail development throughout Erie County would be significantly accelerated if a paid position of Bike-Pedestrian Coordinator/Greenways/Trails Coordinator for the County were established and filled.  Ms. Frawley pointed out that the 8-County Northwest Greenways Plan (which has been officially adopted) recommends the establishment of 2 new additional greenways coordinators in the covered counties.  Mr. Troyer is observing an upswing in interest in developing and linking trails, as shown by the walking clubs, cycling clubs, mountain bikers, and other niche groups in Erie County.  Mrs. Black offered to arrange an informal discussion with PennDOT’s Bill Petit, Northwest Commission’s Denise McCluskey, and several EPTA officers to expedite such a position for the Erie area.  The 4 miles of the Corry Junction Trail (Corry to Clymer, 4 miles in Pa, and later 1 mile in New York) are currently being constructed using DCNR and federal TE funding, with Horizon Construction of Greenville, PA as the contractor.  On sloped areas, pavement is being used; flatter grade areas are crushed limestone.  The Tri-County Snowmobile Club has been great on maintenance for this corridor prior to and will continue to assist following the completion of construction this year.
East Branch Trail:  Ms. Frawley provided photos of the 3.1 miles of Phase I of the East Branch Trail which is being constructed from Route 89 north of Spartansburg to Route 89 south of Spartansburg, using Economic Stimulus TE funds for construction (engineering subsidized by DCNR).  This 2-lane trail has 8’ wide smooth asphalt for bicyclists/walkers/skaters and 8’ wide aggregate for Amish buggy and other equestrian travel.  Russell Standard Company is the vendor for this $1.1 million construction project, which is to be completed by June 30, 2010.   Its main trailhead is Clear Lake Park in the boro, where the trail crosses Route 77 downtown.  Clear Lake Authority and/or AVTA has approximately $100,000 in grant funds available from DCNR toward the engineering of Phase II (extend south into Centerville), but needs to be able to match the DCNR funds with another source; they’d welcome any leads and suggestions.  

EPTA News Release:  Pat Tomes offered to draft a news release for EPTA to issue regarding the three major trail segments which will hold dedications/openings during July, 2010 – Millvale; Corry Junction; and East Branch.  Each planner of such dedications is asked to notify full EPTA Board so can attend as able these joyous occasions along the path that will become the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail.
Queen City Trail:  Mrs. Kim Harris reported that the engineering study for 5.3 miles from downtown Titusville into Hydetown will be conducted by the firm of Weber, Murphy, Fox of Erie.  Aerial photos have already been shot and received.  This study’s kick-off meeting of all partners for visioning purposes will be held next week; specs call for this to be a dual trail system, bikes and buggies.

McClintock Trail:  Mrs. Harris indicated that ORA will soon issue for bids the paving of trailhead parking lots at Rynd Farm in Oil Creek State Park and at McClintock Well #1.  The short segment from Route 8 into Rynd Farm is being re-engineered; instead of a share-the-road on Old Bankson Road, it will become a separate bike pathway off-road.  The Phase II engineering contract has been awarded to PBS&J; the walk-through (including President of Western New York and Pa. Railroad) of the 2 miles from McClintock Well #1 into Oil City was conducted within days of the engineering contract execution; that engineering will be done by December, 2010; project is paced toward 2011 construction using TE agreement already executed.  Aerial photography has been completed, and RR evaluation maps have been received.

Armstrong Trails:  Ron Steffey indicated that the Armstrong Rails to trails has been building some trail sections directly using combination of volunteer time and donated equipment/supplies plus other related purchases; their cost of construction this way is averaging $4 per foot, as contracted with $12 per foot with public funds and related requirements included.  High level meetings have been held with the RR but no official word yet.  Mr. Steffey expressed appreciation for the support letters provided.  A closing date on the land transaction for the Redbank branch is expected soon this summer.
Allegheny Valley Trails Association:  Jim Holden announced that the League of American Bicyclists has awarded the City of Franklin bronze status as a Bicycle Friendly Community, thus joining Philadelphia and Pittsburgh on this short list of Pennsylvania towns. A private grant of $40,000 has been awarded to AVTA to construct the Emlenton to Foxburg 3-mile segment once ownership aspects are resolved and all parties signed agreements for public access to this corridor.  EPTA folks are invited to join in the Saturday, July 17, 2010 60-mile bike ride from Titusville to Foxburg which is how AVTA is celebrating their organization’s 20th anniversary; can join at Franklin for just 30 miles.
Mercer County Trails:  Parke Wentling showed an article about their system in the June, 2010 issue of “Views and Voices,” a supplement to the Sharon Herald.  Currently being paved are 2 miles of trail in the Sharpsville area near the Shenango dam.  Their association is also cleaning and grading sections of the Shenango River Trail in Greenville.
Meeting with Congresswoman Kathy Dahlkemper:  Today at 3 p.m. at her downtown office EPTA Board members are meeting with the Congresswoman.  Among other topics, she’ll be asked to co-sponsor H. R. 4722 and to help champion/expedite recreational trails throughout her district and especially in Erie County.

Pa. Rails to Trails Conservancy:  Pat Tomes reviewed the arrangements for this evening’s public meeting also being held in the REDC at Behrend campus, at 6 p.m.  This public meeting is to inform citizens and community leaders about the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail. Several EPTA Board members are making informational presentations this evening.  Pat also provided a fact sheet about the “Active Community Transportation Act of 2010” being sponsored by U. S. Representative Earl Blumenauer; H. R. 4722.  This bill currently has 52 co-sponsors.
New Business:  Mrs. Black moved, Ms. Eagles seconded, and motion carried to authorize Jim Holden to sign any related documents indicating EPTA’s endorsement of H. R. 4722.

Trail Volunteer Fund:  Roy Weil reminded all that the application for this fund for tools/materials is simply a letter; he encourages all to apply.  He also indicated that “Freewheeling” is being updated, and that any mark-ups and corrections should be submitted to his attention very soon.

EPTA Face Book Group:  Greg Troyer reminded all to utilize this tool and to include updated information about each organization’s events and of course post photos.

Next Meetings:  The next meeting will be held in the Spartansburg area. Dates, times, and locations will be circulated electronically.
Adjournment:  2:10 p.m.  Some attendees then biked to Cong. Dahlkemper’s office.

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Black, Secretary 
Minutes prepared June 10, 2010
