ERIE TO PITTSBURGH TRAIL ALLIANCE (EPTA)
Minutes of March 8, 2013 Meeting in Cranberry Township, PA
Held at Pittsburgh Marriott North, 100 Cranberry Woods Drive, Cranberry Township, PA   16066 
Participants



Organization
Trail Organization and At-Large Members:

Tom Baxter


Friends of the Riverfront (delegate)
Jim Holden


Allegheny Valley Trails Association (delegate) 

Marilyn Black


Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (delegate)

Kimberly Harris

Oil Region Alliance (alternate delegate)

Leah Carter


Titusville Area Trails Association (delegate)

Mike Steimer


Armstrong Rails to Trails Association (alternate)

Ron Steffey


Armstrong Rails to Trails Association (delegate)

Roy Weil


At-Large (delegate)

Advisor:
Adam Mattis


Pa. DCNR, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation

Patricia Tomes

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
Guests:

Debra Frawley


Greenways Coordinator, Council on Greenways and Trails

Mary Shaw


Free-Wheeling
Welcome and Agenda:   First Vice-President Jim Holden presided and called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m., following the conclusion of the “Forks of the Ohio Regional Trail Symposium.”
Minutes:  Minutes of the October 24, 2012 meeting were provided in advance.  It was moved by Mr. Weil, seconded by Mr. Baxter, and motion carried to approve the minutes as prepared.  
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Tom Baxter provided the composite report for calendar year 2012.  The books have been audited; clean.  The December 31 account balance was $3,892.82.  All dues for 2012 have been received.  It was moved by Mr. Weil, seconded by Mrs. Black, and motion carried to approve the financial report and issue invoices for the 2013 dues, at the same level, $100/member.
Letters of Support:  Since the October 24 meeting, EPTA has issued letters of support for numerous grant applications; copies of those were circulated around the room today.  Any member entity which would like to include a letter of this type from EPTA may request these between meetings by contacting Jim Holden or Julia Eagles, providing a draft of the letter and a description of the specific grant being sought.  These are then circulated among the Executive Committee and signed electronically.  

Application to DCNR:  C2P2 applications are due to DCNR by April 10.  EPTA desires to apply to implement the EPT logo signs throughout all existing segments.  Mr. Holden will encourage Mrs. Eagles to prepare such an application, in consultation with Adam Mattis, field rep for DCNR; the application would be in the trail category, possibly via the Northwest Pa. Regional Commission as the municipal applicant.  Budget to be determined; member entities will be asked to furnish match funds in relation to the number of logo signs for their respective segment.  It was moved by Mr. Weil, seconded by Mrs. Carter, and motion carried to develop and submit a collaborative C2P2 application to produce and install the EPT logo signs systemwide.

EPTA Logo/Sign Committee:  Debra Frawley indicated that EPT should next develop and adopt standards for the utilization of the recently approved EPT logo.  Pat Tomes recommended checking with the appropriate PennDOT districts regarding sign sizes and production requirements to expedite approvals for use in public rights-of-way.  Mr. Holden asked the Sign Committee to review the materials provided by the GAP, to identify extent of edits needed.
RTC Economic Impact Survey:  Patricia Tomes indicated that the 2013 survey collection will be in conjunction with AVTA on the Justus Trail and Allegheny River Trail.  After discussion, Jim Holden indicated he’d officially request to enlarge the geographical range to be from Titusville to Parker, with AVTA providing use of infrared counters, etc. to assist.

Member-at-Large:  With Hannah’s change of employer, it was suggested to invite PEC to provide another person to serve in the Advisor role, and to ask Hannah Hardy if she would like to be an At-Large Member of the EPTA.  Jim Holden will make these contacts.
Grant Opportunity:  Mary Shaw reminded all to consider applying to the Volunteer Fund to augment trail-related projects involving significant volunteer participation.  

Next Meeting:  Attendees today selected Wednesday, April 17 at the date for their next regular meeting, to start at 10:30 a.m. at a location to be determined.
Adjournment:  Today’s meeting adjourned at 4:32 p.m.   
Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Black (Secretary, EPTA)
Minutes prepared 3/9/2013
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