ERIE TO PITTSBURGH TRAIL ALLIANCE (EPTA)
Minutes of June 22, 2012 Meeting in Mayville, NY
Held at Webb’s Captain’s Table Restaurant in Mayville, NY
Participants



Organization
Trail Organization and At-Large Members:

Parke Wentling

Mercer County Trails Association (delegate)

Barney Scholl


Mercer County Trails Association (alternate) 

Jim Fincher


Chautauqua Rails & Trails (delegate)

Jim Holden


Allegheny Valley Trails Association (delegate) 

Marilyn Black


Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (delegate)

Leah Carter


Titusville Area Trails Association (delegate)

Greg Troyer


Northwest PA Trails Association (delegate)

Mike Steimer


Armstrong Rails to Trails Association (alternate)

Julia Eagles


Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier (delegate)

Roy Weil


At-Large (delegate)

Mary Shaw


At-Large (alternate)

Kim McCullough

At-Large (delegate)

Advisor:
Susan Smith


Northwest PA Regional Planning and Development Commission

Guest:

Debra Frawley


Greenways Coordinator, Council on Greenways and Trails

Publication:  Co-authors Mary Shaw and Roy Weil provided complimentary samples of the Summer, 2012 edition (Fourth Edition) of “Linking Up:  Planning Your Traffic-Free Bike Trip between Pittsburgh, PA and Washington, DC” to today’s attendees.  Organizations wishing supplies to sell at their places of business should contact the authors directly to discounted bulk (10+) prices; an individual one retails for $4.00.

Welcome and Agenda:   Julia Eagles presided and called the meeting to order at 11:10 a.m.  An agenda sheet for today’s meeting was distributed in advance.  A PowerPoint presentation of Images from a Smart Phone (which also records the GPS locations) was shown.  Ben Webb (whose family owns today’s meeting location) stopped by to provide greetings and best wishes to attendees, and to encourage connections with Chautauqua Rails & Trails whose work he appreciates.
Minutes:  Minutes of the March 13, 2012 meeting were provided in advance.  It was moved by Mr. Holden, seconded by Mr. Scholl, and motion carried to approve the minutes as prepared.  
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Tom Baxter provided his report for January 1 through June 7, 2012 electronically.  Dues for 2012 have not yet been received from the Erie-Western PA Port Authority or the Titusville Area Trails Association.  The June 7 balance on account is $3,664.12.  It was moved by Mr. Weil, seconded by Mr. Fincher, and motion carried to approve the Treasurer’s Report as prepared.
EPTA Logo/Sign Committee:  Logo contractor Fine Line Design provided 10 assorted draft logos, which the committee narrowed to three which were provided to attendees today.  Attendees indicated that #3 draft should be removed from consideration.  During discussion, there are elements of drafts #4 and #7 which appealed.  A composite design is being requested using strong points of #4 and #7, but deleting the word Alliance, simplifying the image, changing horseback rider image to horse-drawn Amish buggy image, maybe add tunnel, change modern sailboat to the Brig Niagara, less lime green, use actual Pittsburgh skyline.  Debra Frawley will relay these comments to the contractor, who will next refine that new logo.  Versions will be circulated for electronic vote during the next couple months.  Mr. Troyer suggested printing T-shirts with the logo once it becomes available, and then selling via the EPTA website and member entities.
EPTA Website:  Meeting discussions next turned to www.eriepittsburghtrail.org.  Mrs. Eagles suggested adding photos with GPS locations overlaid or embedded, or a series of photos in a loop.  Others suggested adding lodging options along the corridor.  Also demonstrated were a scrapbook application, and “Map My Ride” via Google (caution, though, Google maps are not always correct).  GPS coordinates are needed for the trailheads/parking areas; Roy Weil offered to furnish those. See freewheelingeasy.com/kml/fwe68.kml.   Mrs. Eagles offered to provide additional photo support.  The coordinates and photos will be provided to Debra Frawley for upload to the website.  Mrs. Eagles offered to draft a booklet about Erie-to-Pittsburgh Trail, for retail sale, emphasizing the sections which are operational or open now.
Trail Progress Reports:  Armstrong Trail – See June report provided in writing by Ron Steffey; concentrating on clearing the Right-of-Way, with most subservient landowners being cooperative and AVLT using Licensed Agreements to allow access by such subservient owners.  “Self improving by volunteers” is generally going well, with courteous, polite volunteers being good examples.  Redbank Valley Trails – See same report; recently received $238,000 Transportation Enhancement funding to repair section of the Climax Tunnel; next applying for Jefferson County TE funds for a segment there.  Northwest PA Trails Association – Boro of Waterford, PA is considering seeking “Bicycle-Friendly” designation; Snowmobile Club has been terrific doing winter trail grooming and year-round general maintenance.  Allegheny Valley Trails Association – AVTA has been concentrating on their various spur/side trails lately; when a DCNR-funded asphalt resurfacing project on several miles of the Allegheny River Trail was performed recently, DCNR accepted the written statements of the PennDOT personnel as sufficient engineering, and PennDOT furnished the on-site inspector for free.
Clear Lake Authority – The Boro of Spartansburg applied to the NW Greenways Block Grants for a Corry-Spartansburg Trail Feasibility Study; and the boro is self-constructing 1.2 miles of trail extending to reach the Spartansburg Sportsmen’s Club, using municipal equipment.  Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails Association – The Chautauqua County Greenways Plan is adopted and now being printed in full as well as an Executive Summary; August ceremony anticipated; it mentions the Erie-to-Pittsburgh Trail but does not significantly address it; “Friends of Chautauqua Greenway” has formed to help with care of several County parks and trails; there are 100 members of CRTA now.  Oil Region Alliance – ORA’s license agreement with the Western New York and Pennsylvania Railroad is fully executed, payments are on schedule; the NPDES permit for McClintock Trail South has been filed with Venango County Conservation District; and County of Venango has transferred CDBG funding to ORA for the Emlenton Trail Study, for which Weber Murphy Fox has been selected as the engineering firm.  Mercer County Trails Association – Several trail events have already been held in 2012 with more to come; the Shenango River Trail committee has been reactivated; and the Pymatuning Trailblazers (a snowmobile club) is very active.  Titusville Area Trails Association – County of Crawford has been approved for $614,500 in Transportation Enhancement funding for the Queen City Trail extension from its current north end to Perry Street in Titusville, and appraising is underway for those parcels; the Trail Town study is underway; Drake Well Marathon is August 19 and the Oil Creek 100 Mile trek is October 13.  
Western Pa. Trail Workshop 2012:  The Pa. Recreation and Parks Society (PRPS) and DCNR are seeking an entity to host a one-day trail workshop this autumn.  After discussion, Hannah with PEC, Pat Tomes, Greg Troyer, Jim Holden, Julia Eagles, and Marilyn Black are willing to help with such an endeavor, with the Tom Ridge Environmental Center as the location, followed by a trial ride from same parking lot.  It was moved by Mrs. Black, seconded by Mr. Holden and Mr. Weil in unison, and motion carried, that the EPTA offer to host and coordinate a fall 2012 Western Pa. Trail Workshop and seek related PRPS subsidy.  Mr. Troyer indicated that if cash flow becomes a problem for EPTA, the Northwest PA Trails Association could assist with interim funding.  NOTE:  PEC will instead host the workshop in November at Cranberry Township in Butler County.
Members-at-Large:  Mrs. Carter moved, Mr. Holden seconded, and motion carried to name Kim McCullough as a new At-Large Member of the EPTA Board, effective immediately.  Leah will inquire with Brenda Sandburg (who has changed jobs) to determine if she desires to remain an At-Large Board Member.  Julia Eagles will inquire with Morris Waid (who recently retired) to determine if he desires to remain an At-Large Board Member.
New Business:  The County of Venango submitted an application to the Northwest Greenways Block Grant to establish an “electronic trails and recreation newsletter.”  EPTA’s Executive Committee had pledged $500 as a cash match toward that communications method, which would have emphasized an 8-county area.  Mrs. Carter moved, Mr. Weil seconded, and motion carried to ratify that pledge.  Note:  Unfortunately, this grant application was not approved; the County of Venango will re-submit it in a scaled-back version in the next cycle, and desires to again indicate $500 cash match by EPTA.

GeoTrain:  Saturday, August 18, 2012 will find geocachers and their families riding on a custom run of the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad to Petroleum Centre in Oil Creek State Park for a day of special festivities; rack cards for this event were distributed today.  For details and registration fees, see www.GeoTrain.org.

Pa. 2013 Trail and Greenways Summit:  The Oil Region Alliance and Council on Greenways and Trails are filing a joint proposal to host the September 2013 three-day statewide summit in Franklin, PA.  Once approved, will begin seeking keynote speakers, presentation speakers, and panelists.  Please refer suggestions to Mr. Holden, Mrs. Black, Miss Frawley, Mrs. Eagles, or Ronnie Beith as they are the local host committee.

Second Vice-President:  As per the elections conducted on March 13, Mr. Wentling confirmed acceptance of continuing as EPTA’s Second Vice-President; please update his e-mail to pwentling@gmail.com.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting date and location will be set once details for the Western Pa. Trail Workshop are determined.
Adjournment:  It was moved by Mr. Fincher, seconded by Mr. Weil, and motion carried to adjourn today’s meeting; 1:40 p.m.  Some participants then walked or rode bikes on portions of the Chautauqua Trail in Mayville along Chautauqua Lake.   
Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Black (Secretary, EPTA)
Minutes prepared 7/7/2012
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